The DJ SHOPPING GUIDE™ 

 Questions to Ask a DJ

DJ Andrew G. - This is an excerpt from an article educating consumers how to spot a gem from a fake in the DJ world.  I have taken the time to add in my own answers appropriate to The Record DJ Co.

1. Do you offer a written contract?

I consider it a must.

2. Will you be the DJ at our wedding?

Yes I will. 

3. May we meet with you in person before we sign a contract?

Of coarse.

4. How long will you hold our date for us?

As early the customer places a deposit.

5. Do you work exclusively for this company?

Yes.

6. How long have you been a DJ ?

8 Years.

7. Do you perform for more than one event in a day?

Not for weddings.

8. What makes you different from your competitors?

My true passion for music and my personality allows me as an entertainer and DJ to provide the perfect atmosphere, this combined with my experience in playing to different crowds allows me to feel what everyone will react to in a postive manner. 

9. Do you act as the “emcee” and “Master of Ceremonies” and make all of the announcements?

Yes if you so request.

10. What do you do to motivate the crowd if nobody is dancing?

I enjoy being with the people and participating myself in the celebration as both an entertainer and motivator, through this I can get a feel for the music that will move the crowd and make your wedding unforgetable and energetic.

11. Will we meet again before the wedding?

Yes, I would like to set-up at minimum one face-to-face meeting prior to the wedding, to gather all details necessary.

12. Can we visit you at a performance?

Not unless it is an open to the public event.  

13. May we speak to your references?

Of coarse.

14. How do you keep your music collection up-to-date?

I belong to a series of professional DJ forums, and pay-per-month download programs such as Promo Only, SoundCloud, and Nu Traxx.

15. How involved can we be in selecting music for our event?

It is your option to select any genres, artists or songs you would like to have played or not played.

16. When do we need to submit our music requests and event details?

Preferably a minimum of two weeks prior to ensure accuracy.

17. Do you take requests from our guests?

Yes, within the boundries requested by the host/hostess.

18. Can we submit a “Do Not Play” list?

Yes and I encourage this as to get a better feel for the avenue of music your  looking for. 

19. When do you arrive to set up for our wedding?

A minimum of 1 hour prior to guests arriving.

20. What will you wear to our wedding?

I will wear the attire your request to suit your reception.

21. What will you wear when you set up and break down your equipment?

Basically the same outfit that I will perform with, If your guests arrive early for the reception or stay afterward, will they see the DJ in a sweaty undershirt and gym shorts? As a Professional disc jockeys maintaining acceptable appearance standards regardless of the situation, including setting up and breaking down of equipment.

22. How much of a deposit is required to secure our date?

I require 25% Industry Standard is 50%.

23. What is included in the cost of my event?

Everything necessary to make your wedding perfect, special requests for effects or custom projects for weddings happily accepted.

24. How much would you charge for overtime?

Flat rate of $95.00 per hour overtime.

25. What do you require from us?

A signed contract, a 25% deposit, later on a face to face meeting to finalize any details.

26. Are you insured?

Yes, RV Nuccio through The American DJ Association.

27. Do you take any breaks?

No, it is unnecessary.

28. What kind of equipment do you use?

Powered Speakers made by B-52(Matrix 1000, for parties up to 500), Apple MacBook, Numark Mixdeck and Native Instruments Kontrol X1  hardware and Traktor Pro 2 software (computer program) make up the basics of the digital audio equipment.  

29. Do you have a wireless microphone?

Yes, AKG vocal microphone system.

30. Do you have a “light show”?

Yes, and it can be custom built for your needs, (par cans, scanners, lasers, smoke, strobes, water wave effect).

31. Do you set up a sign or banner with your equipment?

Not unless asked to do so, I feel it looks tacky.

